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A BIL L for Reſiramimg the 
Number of Houſes for Playing of 
Interludes, and for the better Regu- 


lating Common Players of Inter- 
ludes. 


BI 5 Lereas his Majeſty King Charles the Second, 
did, by Letters patent, bearing Date the 
ewenty-fifth Day of April, in the 

Year of his Nag, give and grant unto 7ho- 
mas Killizrew, his Heirs and Aſſigns, full 
Power, Licence and Authority of erecting 
one Theatre or Play-houſe, and of keeping 
Pavers: and other Perſons for acting Tragedies, Comedies, Plays, 
Operas, and other Entertainments of the Stage, with ſeveral 
Powers and Proviſoes therein mentioned. 


And whereas his ſaid Majeſty, did by other Letters Patent, 
hearing Date the fifteenth Day of Fanuary, in the fourteenth 
Year of his Reign, give and grant unto Sir William Davenant, 
his Heirs and Aſſigns, the like full Power, Licence and Autho- 
rity of erecting one Theatre or Play-houſe, and of keeping 
Players and other Perſons for acting Tragedies, Comedies, 
Plays, Operas, and other Entertainments of the Stage, with the 
like Powers and Proviſoes; by both which Letters Patents atore- 
ſaid, it is declared and enjoined, that all Companics of Players 


A other 
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other than the two aboye- mentioned, ſhould be ſilenced and 
ſuppreſſed, and that no Play ſhould be acted by either of the 
{11d Companies, containing any prophane, obſcene or ſcurrilous 
Paſſage, or other Pallage offenſive to Piety or good Manners : 
Both which ſaid Letters Patents have ſince, by ſeveral meſne 
Conveyances, been aſſigned to, and are now veſted in John 
Rich, his Hcirs and Aſſigns. 


And whereas his preſent Majeſty, "by Letters Patent) bearing 
Date the third Day of July in the fifth Year of his Reign, 
did give and grant unto Robert Wilks, Colley Cibber, and Barton 
Booth, Eſquires, their Executors, Adminiſtrators and Aſſigns, 
for the Term at. Twenty-one Years, to commence from the firſt 
Day of September One thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty-two, 
the full Power, Licence and Authority, to form, entertain and 
keep a Company of Comedians to act Tragedies, Comedies, Plays, 
Operas, and other Performances of the Stage, with other Powers 
therein mentioned; which ſaid Letters Patent, are by ſeveral 
meſne Conveyances, now veſted in Charles Fleetwood and 
Henry Giffard, their Executors, Adminiſtrators and Aſſigns. 


And whereas his ſaid preſent Majeſty did, by Letters Patent 
bearing Date the ſeventh Day of TJ#ly, in the fifth Year of his 
Reign, incorporate. ſeveral Perſons therein named, for the Term 
of Twenty-one Years from the Date thereof, for carrying on 
Operas, and other Entertainments of Muſick, by the Name of 
The Royal Academy of Muſick, with ſeveral Powers and Pri vi- 
leges therein mentioned: Notwithſtanding which ſaid Letters 
Patent, diverſe ill-diſpoſed and diforderly Perſons, have of 
late taken upon themſelves, without any legal Authority, to act 
and repreſent Tragedies, Comedies, Plays, Operas, and other 
Entertainments of the Stage, within the Cities of London and 


Heſimiuſter, and the Suburbs thereof; and alſo in ſeveral other 


Places of this Kingdom; for which Purpoſes, ſeveral Theatres, 
Play-houſes, or other Houſes, have been erected for carrying 
on the ſame, in Defiance of the Laws of the Land; by 
Reaſon whereof great Miſchiefs have already ariſen, and much 
greater are likely to enſue, unleſs the ſame be timely prevented 
and the Laws now in being, have been found inſufficient for 
preventing this great and growing Exil: 
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Fo2 Remedy thereof, and to the End that an Effectual Stop 


may be put to theſe pernicious and illegal e Be ir 
Tnaced, 


By the KING's * Excellent M A 7 E S7, 


By and with the Advice and Conſent of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons, in this preſent Parliament affem- 
bled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That from and after 
the | | 

no Perſon or Perſons ſhall act, 
repreſent or Perform any Tragedy, Comedy, Opera, Play, Farce, 
or other Entertainment of the Stage, for Gain, Hire or Reward, 
other than, and except ſuch Perſon or Perſons in whom the 
Right and Property of, in, and to the ſaid ſeveral Letters 
Patents, granted as aforeſaid, to the ſaid Thomas Killegrew, Sir 
William Davenant, Robert Wilks, Colley Cibber, and Barton 
Booth, and the ſaid Charter of the Royal Academy of Muſick, 
is veſted, and their reſpective Deputies and Servants, during the 
Continuance of the Powers and Privileges to them by their 
ſeveral Letters Patents reſpectively granted, 


P2ovided alwaps, That whenever any of the ſaid Letters 
Patents ſhall expire or be determined, it ſhall and may be 
lawful for his Majeſty, his Heirs or Succefſors, by new Letters 
Patents under the Great Seal of Great-Britain, to authorize 
and impower any Perſon or Perſons to act, repreſent, and per- 
form 'T ragedies, Comedies, Operas, Plays and other Entertain- 
ments of the Stage, in the Room and Place of ſuch Perſon or 
Perſons, whoſe Letters Patents ſhall fo expire or be determined, 
ſo that there ſhall not exceed the Number of Theatres 
or Play-houſes, at one and the ſame Time; that is to ſay, 
Theatres or Play-houſes, for acting or repreſenting Plays Come- 
dies, Tragedies, Operas, and other Entertainments of the Stage, 
and other Theatre or Opera-houſe for exerciſing and 
acting Operas, and exhibiting all other Entertainments of 
Muſick ; which ſaid Theatres or A and Opera-houſe 
all be fituate within 


thereof, 
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thereof, and not elſewhere; nor ſhall any Tragedies, Comedies, 
Operas, Plays, or other Entertainments of the Stage, be acted, 
performed, or repreſented in the ſaid Theatres or Play-houſes, or 
Opera-houſe, or any of them, which ſhall contain any pro- 
phane, obſcene, or ſcurrilous Paſſage, or any Paſſage offenſive 
to Piety, or good Manners: And it any Perſon or Perſons not 
authorized by this Act, or by Letters Patents from his Majeſty, his 
Heirs,and Succeſſors above- mentioned, ſhall preſume to act, repre- 
ſent or perform any Tragedy, Comedy, Opera, Play, or other 
Entertainment of the Stage, for Gain, Hire, or Reward, ſuch 
Perſon or Perſons ſhall, notwithſtanding any Settlement, be $ 
deemed adjudged and taken as 2 


And it any ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſhall be found offending 
againſt this Act, the Mayor, Bailiff, or other Head-Officer of 
any City, Borough, or 'Town Corporate, or any Juſtice of the 
Peace of the fame County, Riding or Diviſion, within the 
Limits of their reſpective Juriſdictions, are hereby impowered 
and required to order ſuch Perſon or Perſons to forbear acting, 
repreſenting, or performing any Part in any Tragedy, Comedy, 
| | Opera, Play, or other Entertainment of the Stage; and if any 8 
| ſuch Perſon or Perſons, ſhall, after ſuch Order ſerved on him, 
her, or them, act, repreſent, or perform any Part in any Tragedy, 


Comedy, Opera, Play, or 'other Entertainment of the Stage, * 
within the Limits aforeſaid, and ſhall be thereof convicted, by 8: 


Confeſſion, or the Oath of ſhall 


And in Caſe any Mayor, Bailiff, or other 
Head-Officer of any City, Borough, or Town Corporate, or 


Juſtice of Peace of any County, Riding or Diviſion, thall, 2 
om- 


_ 
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Complaint or Information to him or them made, negle& or 
refuſe to put this Law in Executicn, every ſuch Mayor, Bailiff, 
Head-Officer or Juſtice of the Peace, ſhall, for every ſuch 
Neglect or Refuſal, forfeit 

And if any Perſon or Perſons, Body 
Politick or Corporate, authorized or to be authorized by this 
Act, or by Letters Patent from his Majeſty, his Heirs and 
Succeſſors, as aboye-mentioned, ſhall act, perform, or repreſent, 
or ſuffer to be acted, performed, or repreſented, any Tragedy, 
Comedy, Opera, Play or other Entertainment of the Stage, 
containing any prophane, obſcene or ſcurrilous Paſſage, or any 
Paſſage offenſive to Piety and good Manners, or ſhall act, 
perform, or repreſent, or ſuffer to be acted, performed, or 
repreſented, any 'Tragedy, Comedy, Opera, Play, or other 
Entertainment of the Stage, in any Houſe or Place not within 


ſuch Perſon or Perſons, Body Politick or Corporate, ſhall ſor 


| ſuch Offence, forfeit 


&nd every Houſe or Place, not ſituate within 

| wherein any Tra- 
gedy, Comedy, Opera, Play, or other Entertainment of the 
Stage ſhall be acted, repreſented, or performed for Gain, Hire, 
or Reward, ſhall be deemed and adjudged 


And be it further Enacted, That no Perſon or Perſons 
authorized or to be authorized, as aforeſaid, ſhall, by them- 
ſelves, their Deputies, Agents or Servants, upon any Pretence 
or Occaſion whatſoever, take or receive from any Perſon or 
Perſons who ſhall reſort to, or be admitted into any Play-houſe, 
Theatre, or other Place, to fee or hear any Tragedy, Comedy, 
Opera, Play, or other Entertainment of the Stage, any more or 
greater Price, Hire, or Reward than what hath hitherto been 
uſually and cuſtomarily taken and received for the fame, upon 
common and ordinary Occaſions; and if any Perſon or Perſons 
{hall rake, or cauſe to be taken or received for the ſame, any 
greater Price, Hire, or Reward than as before-mentioned, ſuch 
Perfon or Perions ſhall 
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Pꝛovbided always, and be tt Enacted, That if any Tragedy, 
Comedy, Opera, Play, or other Entertainment of the Stage, 


ſhall be acted, repreſented, or performed in any Houſe or 
Place where Wine, Ale, Beer,or other Liquors ſhall be publickly 
fold and retailed, the ſame ſhall be deemed, adjudged, and 
taken to be acted, repreſented, and performed for Gain, Hire, 


and Reward. 


And be it Enacted, That all 
ſhall be recovered by Bill, Plaint, or 


Information, in any of his Majeſty's Courts of Record at 
Weſtminſter, in which no Eſſoin, Protection or Wager of Law, 
ſhall be allowed, or in a ſummary Way, before Juſtices 
of the Peace of the County, Riding, or Diviſion, where 
ſuch Offence ſhall be committed; and if any Perſon or Perſons, 
ſhall think him, her, or themſelves aggrieved by the Order or 
Orders of ſuch Juſtices of the Peace, it ſhall, and may be 
lawful for ſuch Perſon or Perſons, to appeal therefrom to the 
next General Quarter-Seſſions to be held for the ſaid County, 


Riding, or Diviſion, whoſe Order therein, ſhall be final and 


concluſive ; and all for any 
Offence or Offences againſt this Act, ſhall go and belong 


Pꝛovided always, and it is hereby Declared, That nothing 
in this Act contained, ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to extend 


to any Perſon or Perfons, on Account of his, her, or their 
acting, repreſenting or performing any Tragedy, Comedy, 
Opera, Play, or other Entertainment of the Stage, within any 
of his Majeſty's Royal Palaces, during ſuch Time as his Ma- 
jeſty, or any of the Royal Family ſhall reſide therein. 


And be ft further Enacted, "That no Perſon or Perſons, ſhall 


be liable to any | 
by Reaſon of any Offence or Offences com- 


mitted againſt this Act, unleſs ſuch Perſon or Perſons be ſued, 


proſecuted, or informed againſt, within the Space of 
next after ſuch Offence or Offences committed. 
| And 
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And if any Action or Suit ſhall be commenced or brought 
againſt any juſtice of Peace, or other Perſon, for doing, or 
cauſing to be done, any thing in Purſuance of this Act, ſuch 
Action or Suit ſhall be commenced within Months next 
aſter the Fact committed, and not afterwards; and the Defen- 
dant and Defendants, in ſuch Action or Suit, may plead the 
General Iſſue, and give the ſpecial Matter in Evidence; and if 
upon ſuch Action or Suit, a Verdict be given for the Defendant 
or Defendants, or the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs become Nonſuit, or 
diſcontinue his or their Action, then the Defendant or Defen- 
dants ſhall have Coſts, and have the like Remedy 
for the ſame, as any Deſcndant or Defendants hath, or haye in 
other Caſes by Law. 


Be it allo Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That this 
Act ſhall be deemed a publick Act, and ſhall be fo adjudged 
and taken in all Courts of Juſtice, without ſpecial Pleading of 
the ſame | 
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| A BILL. for Reſtraining the 
Number of Houſes for Playing 
of Inte rludes, and for the better 
Regulating Common Players of 


Interludes. | 
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